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Community Grant Programme f or the South West 
South West Foundation in Partnership with the Learning Curve and the Skills Funding Agency, will shortly be opening a new grant programme for the South West. The Community Grants programme, funded by the European Social Fund and the Skills Funding Agency, is aimed at supporting charitable voluntary and community organisations, to deliver projects that will help and support people furthest removed from the labour market to pick up the skills and confidence that will enable them to move toward employment. This particular programme covers all of the South West (excluding Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly – these areas are being handled by a different agency).
Grants up to £12,000 will be available although it is envisaged that most grants will be in the region of £6,000 to £8,000.

In connection with this programme the South West Foundation is holding a number of information seminars throughout the region.
This is a notification about the first sessions to be held in August and September. We will be organising seminars in Bristol and South Devon in early October and will send these details out later on. 

All those organisations that would like to find out more about this programme are welcome to attend. If you would like to discuss the programme prior to signing up for the seminar please do ring the Foundation on 01275 333666.
Please Note: The focus of this community grant programme is on small voluntary and community organisations and those who have not previously received European Social Funding monies, priority within this funding programme will be given to these groups. 

There is no absolute definition within the programme as to what ‘small’ means. The only additional guidance that we can provide is that for the last two years within the Community Grants programme most of the successful bids had an annual expenditure of under £140,000, some had an annual expenditure of £300,000 and one or two exceptional bids were from groups that had an annual expenditure of £500,000 plus. No organisation had an annual expenditure of above £800,000. 

Dates of Seminars (sessions 1-4 have already taken place)
NEW DATES – Bristol and Torbay (see below)
Session 5:   
Monday 19th September

Churchdown Community Centre, Parton Road, Churchdown, Gloucestershire, GL3 2JH   10 a.m. – 12 noon
Session 6:  
Tuesday, 20th September
Forches Community Centre, Barton Road, Barnstaple, EX32 8NG
10 a.m. to 12 noon

Session 7:  
Tuesday, 20th September

Stonham Housing, First Floor, Hi Point, Thomas Street, Taunton, TA2 6HB

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Session 8:  
Friday, 23rd September

Loders Village Hall, Near Bridport, DT6 3SA

10 a.m. to 12 noon

Session 9:  
Friday, 23rd September

Balsam Centre, Balsam Park, Wincanton, BA9 9HB

2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

Session 10: Wednesday, 5th October

The Assisi Centre Hall, St Nicholas of Tolentino Church, St Judes, Bristol BS5 0RE.  2.30 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Session 11: Thursday, 6th October

The Precinct Centre, St Marychurch, Church Road, Torquay, TQ1 4QY.

4.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.



BOOKING FORM
Space is limited in some venues.  Please note that if we are unable to accommodate you at your preferred venue we may contact you about an alternative.
	Name
	

	Job Title
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	
	Post Code

	Tel No
	

	Email
	

	Personal requirements 
(e.g. wheelchair access, hearing loop, large print)
	

	Preferred Session 

	Please indicate from above list:


	If you have any queries about this programme or the seminars please contact South West Foundation on 01275 333666 or e-mail info@southwestfoundation.org.uk
Please return booking form by e-mail to info@southwestfoundation.org.uk
Or post to South West Foundation, The Stables, Westway Farm, Bishop Sutton, BS39 5XP

















