NCVO responds to Liberal Democrat Manifesto (14th April 2010)

Nick Clegg, Leader of the Liberal Democrats has launched the Liberal Democrat manifesto today.

Speaking at the launch, he said his policies, including raising the state pension and a tax cut for low and middle earners, combined "hope and credibility".

The four main themes of the 103-page booklet are fair taxes, more chances for children, a fairer and greener economy, and cleaning up politics.

Stuart Etherington, chief executive of the National Council for Voluntary Organisations, said:

"We are disappointed it does not present a coherent vision for the role the voluntary sector plays in supporting and strengthening communities.

"However, there are a number of important commitments, in particular removing the restrictions on the right to protest and proposals for easy-giving accounts."

The main new commitments relating directly to our sector are:

· To create "easy-giving" accounts to allow people to operate charitable giving accounts alongside their current accounts. 

· A commitment to protect free speech and the right to protest: they intend to reform the Public Order Act to safeguard lawful, non-violent protest. 

· To reform Gift Aid at a single rate composite of 23%. The manifesto says this would give "more money to charity while closing down a loophole for higher rate taxpayers." 

· Changing the way the National Lottery is taxed – moving to a gross profits tax. 

· Reforming CRB checks so that volunteers need only one record that is portable, not multiple checks for each activity. 

· Supporting mutuals, co-operatives and social enterprises, through legislative change to bring legal structures up to date.

You can read the full manifesto here.

Our reaction to the Labour manifesto 

Our reaction to the Conservative manifesto
Read more Election News and Views from NCVO here
The Conservative Party manifesto has been launched today. (13 April)

Part of the Party's "big society" plans involves allowing parents and charities to set up new academy schools, and giving communities the right to buy their local pub or post office.

The manifesto also makes a specific commitment to work with local authorities to promote the delivery of public services by social enterprises, charities and the voluntary sector.

The main new commitments relating directly to our sector are:

· Restoring the National Lottery to its original purpose, reducing administration costs, and ensuring that 100% of Big Lottery Fund goes directly to the voluntary and community sector. 

· Sports, heritage and the arts will each see their original allocations of 20 per cent of good cause money restored. 

· A “right to bid” to run any community service instead of the state. 

· A review of the criminal records and vetting and barring regime, scaling it back to “common sense levels". 

· A work programme delivered through private and voluntary sector providers, which will be rewarded on a payment by results basis for getting people into sustainable work. 

· Any petition that secures 100,000 signatures will be eligible for formal debate in Parliament. 

· As previously announced, the Tory manifesto also reiterates commitments to:

· A "community right to buy" scheme to give local people the power to protect any community assets that are threatened with closure. 

· Implementation of the Sustainable Communities Act to give people greater information on, and control over, what is being spent by each government agency in their area. 

· Look at new ways to increase philanthropy and encourage people to make volunteering and community participation something they do on a regular basis. 

· Developing a measure of well-being that encapsulates the social value of state action. 

· A fair deal on grants to give voluntary sector organisation more stability and allow them to earn a competitive return for providing public services. 

· A national citizens service. 

· A Big Society Bank, funded from unclaimed assets, to provide new finance to neighbourhood groups, charities, social enterprise and other non government bodies. 

· Active neighbourhood groups and money for training independent community organisers. 

· Transforming the civil service into a "civic service" by making sure that participation in social action is recognised in civil servants’ appraisals. 

· An annual Big Society Day to celebrate the work of neighbourhood groups and encourage more people to take part in social action. 

You can read the full manifesto here. A full briefing will be available on our website within the next few days. 

We will also be alerting you to the Liberal Democrat manifesto which will be published tomorrow. (14 April)

 
The Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, launched the Labour Party’s manifesto today. (12 April)
With the slogan "A Future Fair For All", the manifesto sets out plans to give people a greater voice in public services and allow the takeover or merger of under-performing schools, hospitals and even police forces.

The manifesto recognises the importance of the voluntary and community sector, in particular its independence and campaigning role.  The main commitments relating directly to our sector are:

· put the Commission for the Compact on a statutory footing, and ensure greater support for the Compact at local level; 

· plans for a National Youth Community Service, with the goal that all young people contribute at least 50 hours to their communities by the age of 19; 

· promote greater public involvement in the way that National Lottery proceeds are spent on good causes. The manifesto also states that the proportion of lottery funding currently diverted to the Olympics will be returned to culture, heritage and sport. 

· promote the transfer of buildings and land to the ownership or control of voluntary and community groups; 

· review how incentives for philanthropic support can be strengthened; 

· pioneer Social Impact Bonds and create ‘social enterprise hubs in every community; 

· expand Community Interest Companies and third sector mutual organisations through support from the Co-operative Party, Business Link, enterprise education and the Regional Development Agencies; 

· a new fund for community ownership in 2010-11 for local pubs and social clubs; 

· a greater use of participatory budgeting and greater use of Community Land Trusts in order to enable local people to purchase and run local amenities and assets in their area such as youth facilities, parks and open spaces. 

The document also reiterates a previous commitment to fund the Social Investment Bank through £75 million of dormant accounts money.

You can read the full manifesto here. A briefing will be available on the NCVO website within the next few days. 

NCVO will also circulate commitments of relevance in the Conservative and Liberal Democrat manifestos when they are published later this week.

Volunteering Manifesto and Pledge
As the General Election approaches, Volunteering England has launched its manifesto and a Volunteering Pledge to encourage MPs and candidates to show their support for volunteering.

We need your help so that locally and nationally MPs and candidates are aware of the difference volunteering is making and are committed to supporting volunteers and volunteering organisations after the election.

Find out more about the manifesto and how you can show your support:

Find out more about

· Information for volunteer-involving organisations that work with volunteers 
· Information for MPs and candidates  
· By visiting the website at www.volunteering.org.uk  and search Volunteering Manifesto and Pledge 
 

5 days' paid leave for volunteering among NCVO manifesto asks
Stuart Etherington, chief executive of NCVO, set out his vision of the 'good society' and the roles the voluntary sector and government should play to make this reality to more than 650 delegates at the body’s flagship annual conference.  (February 2010)

As the UK’s largest umbrella body representing the views of more than 7,500 charities, NCVO’s manifesto is an important document for all political parties.

Mr. Etherington said:

"I believe our organisations really do make a difference. We can provide a different approach and different solutions to the challenges we all face. But we cannot sit back and wait for politicians and business to come to us for those solutions. It simply won't happen. Instead, it is more important than ever that we define what we want our society to look like and say what role we can play in achieving that."

He called for all workers to be offered five days' paid leave each year to carry out volunteering roles as well as greater use of alternative banking models such as mutuals, co-operatives and credit unions to ensure people have fair and adequate access to financial services.

The manifesto comprises six basic themes: climate change, strong democracy, good public services, an active society, financial security and fairness for all, and an enabling environment. The National Association for Voluntary and Community  
For more information and to access the full manifesto visit http://bit.ly/ncvogoodsoc
 

The manifesto’s come in thick and fast – see also…………..No More Business as Usual - a Social Enterprise Manifesto from the Social Enterprise Coalition. http://bit.ly/socentmani
 
Single Parent Action Network Manifesto

Almost a quarter of children in the UK live in a family headed by a single parent. There are over 2 million people (90% of whom are women) bringing up 3 million children on their own, 52% of whom live in relative poverty.

At Single Parent Action Network (SPAN) we have a membership of over 2000, and many programmes of work supporting single parents living in poverty and deprived areas. These programmes include community empowerment projects, parenting courses, capacity building for family self-help groups, a social networking website supporting isolated single parents from across the country and the Single Parent Study Centre based in Bristol. We also carry out participatory research to enable single parents to voice their concerns and policy priorities to Government.

In November 2009 SPAN held a well attended Annual Meeting where we discussed the policies that would help single parents to thrive, with key note speakers Yvette Cooper, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and Andrew Selous MP, Conservative Shadow Work and Pensions Minister. Attendees included single parents,  one parent family groups, Jobcentre Plus representatives, civil servants, family practitioners, anti-poverty organisations, researchers and grant-making bodies. Participants joined roundtables to share thinking, xperience and expertise on key themes identified by single parents in our Participatory One Parent Proofing Project1. It is on the basis of our participatory evidence that we have set out our policy priorities in five major arenas. We would like the next Government to take them forward within the next five years.

1. Empowering Single Parents and their Children Out of Poverty:

2. Financial Security for All Families;

3. Aiming High through Education and Training;

4. Promoting Children’s and Single Parents’ Well-being;

5. Quality Childcare Addressing the Needs of Children and Paid Work

6. Community Empowerment and Participation.

View the SPAN Manifesto here - SPAN have also produced a background paper on these issues with research detail as an appendices to complement our policy priorities. This is available to download from our website at www.spanuk.org.uk 
