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A TEN GRAND PLAN TO HELP LOCAL GREEN GROUPS
Local organisations with green ambitions could pick up a £10,000 grant to help them reach their goals, after The Green Insurance Company launched its award winning Green Grants initiative for a second year.

The Green Grants initiative, launched in 2010, offers communities throughout the UK the opportunity to apply for funding to help support local environmental projects. The initiative proved so successful last year that the company has doubled the initial funding value to a total of £40,000 for the coming awards.
By expanding the scheme, The Green Insurance Company is able to offer one grant of up to £10,000 for a special project which will make a real difference to the environment, with the remaining £30,000  available in grants of up to £2000.
Last year more than 300 applications were received from environmental community groups across the UK. Some schemes which benefited from a Green Grant were:
· Coupar Angus Pride of Place group which built a polytunnel which is used by the local community and primary school to grow plants and vegetables in the humid atmosphere.
· The Youth Church Group from St. Marylebone Parish Church in Greater London which created a rooftop garden for local children and the greater community.

·  The Dorset Bat Group, an initiative which set up 50 bat boxes in the Delph Woods area to help protect and expand the bat population while enhancing the local knowledge of the creatures.
The initiative, which was awarded the title of Business Sustainability Initiative of the Year at the British Insurer Awards 2011, helps to promote sustainable living in local communities and raise awareness of the company brand for the eco-conscious consumer.
Gordon Ross, The Green Insurance Company’s Green Grants spokesperson, said: “We were amazed by the response to the Green Grants initiative last year, and wanted to do something even bigger in 2011. The £10,000 grant could fund a great local environmental initiative while the £30,000 of smaller grants will ensure we are able to help projects all across the UK.  We’re excited to see the applications which come in.


“The grants we awarded last year have already been making a real difference up and down the country, so we hope that by providing a bigger pot of money we’ll be able to help lots more organisations have a positive green impact on their local areas.” 
The Green Insurance Company has set up an easy-to-use online application form available at http://www.greeninsurancegiving.co.uk/grants.php  and is inviting applications up until 30th November 2011.  A panel of environmental experts including representatives from the Royal Scottish Geographical Society, Glasgow University, the RSPB and The National Trust for Scotland will review all applications.  The announcements of the projects that have been successful in achieving the grants of up to £2000 will be made in January 2012.  Alongside this, three of the best applications in the £10,000 category will be shortlisted for a public vote to decide which organisation will receive the one off grant.  

For further information on Green Grants and full eligibility criteria visit www.greeninsurancecompany.co.uk/giving.  

For further information on The Green Insurance Company and the range of environmentally friendly insurance products they offer visit www.greeninsurancecompany.co.uk. 
Ends 
Issued by The BIG Partnership on behalf of The Green Insurance Company.

For further information, please contact Charles Cameron or Kirstin Aitken at The BIG Partnership on 0141 333 9585 or firstname.lastname@bigpartnership.co.uk
Note to editors

The Green Insurance Company is one of the UK’s leading environmentally conscious insurance intermediaries and forms part of the wider Kwik-Fit Financial Services group, employing over one thousand staff across its Lanarkshire and Birmingham sites. 

Launched in 2007, it offers competitive car, breakdown and motorbike insurance, offsetting 100% of customers’ vehicles emissions.  The intermediary also offers environmentally friendly pet insurance and expanded further in June 2011, launching their green home insurance policy, which offsets one tonne of carbon for every policy sold.
The Green Insurance Company planted its landmark millionth tree in June 2011. This will offset more than  300,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide during the growing lifetime of the trees - the equivalent of the annual emissions produced by almost 150,000 white vans on the UK’s roads and over 50,000 homes.

Please visit http://www.greeninsurancecompany.co.uk
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